
 

 

the meaning of 85% in terms of 
the portion of a prison sentence 
that must be served.  Many of 
these proposals are actually 
going to be in their second year 
as they were put forth but did 
not pass last year.   Some are 
innocuous - the last time the 
value limit for Grand Theft was 
addressed was in the 80s and 
few people could argue that 
$300 then isn't the same as 
$300 now.  What 85% means 
and whether it should be 
changed, however, is a signifi-
cant debate, as are other mat-
ters dealing with mandatory 
sentences and juvenile prosecu-
tions.  Anyone who is interested 
in these things should monitor 
the goings on in Tallahassee, 
either on line, through the SAO, 
or through your own associa-
tions, such as the sheriffs and 
police chiefs legislative panels. 

 

A final problem as we enter the 
new year: Marcy's Law, the vic-
tim's rights constitutional amend-
ment that was passed by voters in 
November, goes into effect on 
January 8th.  It's impact may be 
wide reaching in even simple 
things like notification of victims 
that now has a far greater impact.  
To no small measure this is an 
agency problem as everything 
begins with arrest or complaint 
paperwork generated by individual 
officers and agencies.  To comply 
with provisions of Marcy's Law we 
must be alert to preventing the 
dissemination of information 
identifying victims.  One suggest is 
that a single sheet be generated 
with victim contact data and that 
there be no reference in any other 
document or report to any specific 
information.  That would ease the 
problem of redaction.  Each agen-
cy, however, must determine how 
it will comply.  The SAO will be 
trying to co-ordinate all of that, 
and there will be both legislative 
and other statewide efforts under-
way to seek consistency.  More 
information will no doubt follow as 
we all work to comply with what is 
now required.           
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As we start 2019 what I have to 
alert you to is much like a bro-
ken record.  That means, of 
course, the upcoming legisla-
tive session, which this year is 
in March and April.  Preliminary 
work for that has already be-
gun, however, including legisla-
tive meetings that will set the 
stage for both budgetary and 
substantive law discussions in 
the next few months. 

 
In terms of substantive law, the 
buzzword remains criminal 
justice reform, an amorphous 
concept that is ill defined at 
best.  Regardless, the so-called 
reform movement is not just a 
local phenomenon.  It is playing 
out across the country in  multi-
ple ways.  In Florida, expect 
many legislative proposals 
ranging from increasing the 
threshold for Grand Theft ver-
sus petit theft to re-evaluating 
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We’re on the web: 
Www.sao8.org 

REMINDER: 
L A W  E N F O R C E M E N T 
NEWSLETTER  NOW ON-LINE 

 
The Law Enforcement 
Newsletter is now available 
on-line, including old issues 
beginning with calendar year 
2000.  To access the Law 
Enforcement Newsletter go to 
the SAO website at 
<www.sao8.org> and click on 
the “Law Enforcement 
Newsletter” box. 
 

Any changes in agency email 
addresses should be reported 
to our office at  

clendeninp@sao8.org. 

 
For a copy of the complete 
text of any of the cases men-
tioned in this or an earlier 
issue of the Legal Bulletin, 
please call Chief Investigator 
Paul Clendenin at the SAO at 
352-374-3670. 

Congratulations To... 

 
ASA Zouzouko Doualehi, who became the proud father of baby Caleb on December 
1st. 

 
ASA Britanee McCausland, who passed the Florida Bar exam in September and has 
now been sworn in as a full Bar member.   

 
Former Baker County Sheriff's Office Chief Deputy Chuck Brannan, who was elected to 
the Florida House of Representatives in November. 

 
 

The SAO Is  
Now On Twitter 

The SAO has established a Twitter feed to better disseminate 
information to the media and others such as law enforcement 
agencies.  Like us at #8THCIRCUITSAO.  For more information 
contact Deputy Chief Investigator Darry Lloyd at 352-374-3670. 
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