
 

 

such as when values can be 

aggregated to enhance the 

level of crime involved.  Every-

one should be aware of this 

coming change and watch for 

its effective date, which could 

be either July 1 or October 1.  

  

Changes are also coming to 

some of the mandatory drug 

sentencing provision that cur-

rently exist.  It is likely that 

when all is said and done 

judges will be given increased 

authority to override otherwise 

low level mandatory sentences 

in the range of 3 or 7 years if 

they make certain findings.   

 

The legislature continues to 

debate the process of adult 

prosecutions for serious juve-

nile offenders.  Despite the 

Senate especially pushing for 

an end to the SAO having the 

authority to direct file these 

cases it is unlikely that any 

change will actually be imple-

mented other than the elimina-

tion of a few mandatory direct 

file requirements that the State 

Attorneys have agreed are un-

necessary.    

 

The larger debate about so-

called criminal justice reform 

continues and will continue 

after the session ends and 

throughout the summer before 

next year's legislative session 

even begins.  Reductions to the 

85% rule should not be consid-

ered safe from those discussion 

and tiny little nibbles around the 

edges of that approach contin-

ue to creep in.   A proposed 

reduction to 65% service of 

sentence for most "non-violent" 

felonies remains in play alt-

hough it's passage seems un-

likely.  The Florida Sheriff's and 

Police Chief's Associations have 

been especially helpful in work-

ing to prevent this.  All of us 

would do well to monitor those 

conversations through our re-

spective associations. 

 

As always, once the session 

ends and the Governor acts on 

whatever legislation is passed 

by either signing it or not we will 

update everyone, mostly 

through the September newslet-

ter.  Anything of significant im-

portance that might be effective 

earlier will be circulated for your 

information.         
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LAW  ENFORCEMENT   

NEWSLETTER  

As this newsletter goes to 

print (electronically, at least) 

the legislature is winding 

down its 2019 session.  Until 

they actually leave Tallahas-

see, as the old saying goes, 

none of us are safe.  Until 

that happens it is also impos-

sible to be certain what the 

end result of the session will 

be but it is certain that there 

will be some changes of im-

portance to all of us. 

 

Still on the fast track is a 

revision to the theft laws.  It is 

all but certain that there will 

be a new cutoff for Grand 

Theft vs Petit Theft.  Most 

likely that will be somewhere 

between $750-1000, and 

along with that shift will be 

related changes to various 

other parts of the theft laws 
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We’re on the web: 

Www.sao8.org 

REMINDER: 

L A W  E N F O R C E M E N T 

NEWSLETTER  NOW ON-LINE 

 

The Law Enforcement 

Newsletter is now available 

on-line, including old issues 

beginning with calendar year 

2000.  To access the Law 

Enforcement Newsletter go to 

the SAO website at 

<www.sao8.org> and click on 

the “Law Enforcement 

Newsletter” box. 

 

Any changes in agency email 

addresses should be reported 

to our office at  

clendeninp@sao8.org. 

 

For a copy of the complete 

text of any of the cases men-

tioned in this or an earlier 

issue of the Legal Bulletin, 

please call Chief Investigator 

Paul Clendenin at the SAO at 

352-374-3670. 

ASA Brian Rodgers resigned from his posi-

tion in the Gainesville sex crimes unit in 

January in order to enter private practice.  

ASA Chris Elsey also resigned from his posi-

tion managing the firearms prosecutions 

unit in February to take a position with the 

United States Attorney's Office. 

 

ASA Brian Kramer has assumed superviso-

ry responsibilities for the firearms prosecu-

tions unit in Gainesville.  ASA Pam Gordon 

will be transferred to the Gainesville sex 

crimes unit, and ASA Brooke King will re-

SAO STAFF CHANGES 

turn to the Gainesville office to take over 

Pam's previous felony case load.   

 

ASAs Lenora Folston and Arielle Claude will 

switch positions in May, with Lenora return-

ing to her county court position in Levy 

County and Arielle taking over Lenora's 

Gainesville County Court case load.    

 

Congratulations To... 

 

ASA Maddie Grippin, who became a first time mom with the birth of baby son Benjamin on 

February 5th. 

 

The Newberry High School Academy of Criminal Justice and Director/High Springs Police De-

partment Officer Patrick Treese for having recently won the Florida Public Service Association 

state championship for the 4th consecutive year.  The Academy sent 48 students to the com-

petition and bested 13 other participating schools, winning 11 separate 1st place trophies in 

the process.   

 

Former ASO deputy and Marion County Acting Sheriff Emery Gainey, who has been in the posi-

tion of law enforcement liaison for former Attorney General Pam Bondi, has been named 

Chief of Staff for new Attorney General Ashley Moody. 

 

ASA Scott LaPeer and his wife Genna, who is an ASA in Ocala, who became first time parents 

as well on April 30th, welcoming son Jackson. 



 

 

LAW ENFORCEMENT MEMORIALS 

Both Alachua County and Baker County will hold their annual Law Enforcement Memorials on May 9th.  The Alachua 

County memorial service will be at the memorial site in the Veterans Memorial Park off of Tower Road in Gainesville be-

ginning with a reception at 6pm and the memorial at 7pm.  The Baker County ceremony will be at the Christian Fellowship 

Temple in Macclenny at 6:30pm 

 

The combined Bradford-Union County Memorial was held in Lake Butler on April 25th and hosted this year by the Depart-

ment of Corrections.  Newly appointed Department of Corrections Secretary Mark S. Inch was the guest speaker.   

 

 

The SAO Is  

Now On Twitter 

 

The SAO has established a Twitter feed to better disseminate 

information to the media and others such as law enforcement 

agencies.  Like us at #8THCIRCUITSAO.  For more information 

contact Deputy Chief Investigator Darry Lloyd at 352-374-3670. 
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NEWS FROM DHSMV:  

 RE-DESIGNED DRIVE LICENSE 
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