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One article in particular, 

written by a police psycholo-

gist named Jeff Bernstein 

who has worked as an of-

ficer, detective and supervi-

sor for the Miami Beach 

Police Department, lists five 

common sense rules that  

everyone should consider.  

First, make sure we stop 

doing stupid things that end 

up on TV.  Stop the act that 

is un-necessarily aggressive 

or appears to be born of 

frustration or anger, and you 

stop the bad image on 

someone's cellphone that 

ends up on TV.  Stop your-

self, and stop your partner.  

Save everyone.  Second, 

don't get baited by people 

who don't like police.  They will 

taunt you, hoping for just what 

we can't do: react foolishly.  

You are a professional - act 

like it in the face of someone 

who is trying to push you into 

a bad decision.  Third, give 

good customer service.  Most 

people who call for help are 

decent folks who deserve it.  

And most people will talk 

about how the police treated 

them, good or bad.  Why give 

them something they can 

claim was bad?  Fourth, use 

social media effectively.  

Make sure your PIO or agency 

head knows about the good 

stuff happening on the 

streets.  Trust me, they hear 

about the bad stuff (real or 

made up) and they'd appreci-

ate some good news.  Fifth, 

and this follows the last one, 

get the good body cam or cell 

phone video to the chain of 

command.  As fast as media 

outlets will distribute the bad 

stuff, they will also always look 

for a feel good human interest 

story.  Those happen every 

day.  Why should we sit on 

them?  Let the public get a 

balanced picture of what law 

enforcement does, even on 

routine shifts. 

 

With thanks to the FOP Jour-

nal, these are areas that we 

can all think about and maybe 

use to our own advantage in 

doing our jobs better as well 

as in communicating who we 

really are to our communities.   
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A recent issue of the FOP 

Journal focused on the 

growing problem of restor-

ing and maintaining public 

trust in law enforcement.  

Clearly, that's an issue that 

impacts all of us.  It seems 

like not a day goes by with-

out national much less local 

attention on some alleged 

(or all too often real) mis-

deed by someone in uni-

form.  Those of us in the 

field know that the truth of 

the matter is that even the 

undeniably bad incidents 

are small in number, but 

that a handful of bad acts 

can taint public perception 

no matter how many thou-

sands of positive interac-

tions we have with people 

every day.  Those go unre-

ported and too often unap-
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We’re on the web: 

Www.sao8.org 

REMINDER: 

L A W  E N F O R C E M E N T 

NEWSLETTER  NOW ON-LINE 

 

The Law Enforcement 

Newsletter is now available 

on-line, including old issues 

beginning with calendar year 

2000.  To access the Law 

Enforcement Newsletter go to 

the SAO website at 

<www.sao8.org> and click on 

the “Law Enforcement 

Newsletter” box. 

 

Any changes in agency email 

addresses should be reported 

to our office at  

clendeninp@sao8.org. 

 

For a copy of the complete 

text of any of the cases men-

tioned in this or an earlier 

issue of the Legal Bulletin, 

please call Chief Investigator 

Paul Clendenin at the SAO at 

352-374-3670. 

As we usually do in the Fall issue of the Legal Bulletin, much of what this issue contains will 

focus on new legislation.  What follows is intended to draw your attention to, rather than pro-

vide details of, various legislative changes.  Some, such as regarding the new value limits for 

theft related crimes, are obvious.  Others, maybe not so much.  Please check with the SAO or 

even better the actual language of the new statutes!    

SAO STAFF CHANGES 

ASA Ashley Chin has been reassigned to 

co-ordinate the SAO8 pre-arrest diversion 

program, which will expand from just 

Alachua County to all regional counties in 

October. 

 

New to the office in Gainesville County 

Court are Andrew Fairbanks, who started 

on May 28th, Anna-Lisa Riley, who started 

on August 5th, and Jared Ciccarello, who 

started on August 12th.  Both Andrew and 

Anna-Lisa have interned in the office over 

the last year or so and are University of 

Florida Law School grads.  Jared comes to 

the SAO from the Barry University School 

of Law in Orlando. 

 

Also new to the SAO after starting in Au-

gust is Mark Dobo, who will be assigned 

to the Bradford County office.  Mark has 

Congratulations To... 

 

ASA Ryan Nagel, who welcomed his second son, Jacob, on June 13th. 

 

Deputy Chief Clay Connolly retires from the Williston Police Department on September 30th 

after over 30 years with WPD.  Replacing Clay in that position will be Terry Bovaird, who 

comes to the agency from the Marion County Sheriff's Office, where he has served in many 

capacities, including Chief of Staff. 

Continued: Message from State Attorney 

Bill Cervone 

been in private practice in Orlando for several 

years prior to moving to Gainesville and he 

fills the positon previously held by ASA 

Brooke King, who has transferred to the 

Gainesville felony division.  ASAs Pam Gordon 

and Lua Lepianka are now assigned to the 

Gainesville sex crimes unit.  ASAs Ryan Nagel 

and Zou Doualehi have been promoted to the 

felony division to fill positions created by 

those transfers.  Chief Assistant Jeanne Sing-

er has assumed supervisory responsibilities 

for the sex crime unit, and ASA Sean Brewer 

has taken over as the head of the firearms 

prosecution unit. 

 

ASA Jamie Whiteway leaves the office on 

September 6th for a position with the 

Statewide Prosecutor's Office in Miami. 
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Santa Fe College Police Chief Ed Book and Officer Dawn Batie recognized ASA Jamie Whiteway 
with a Certificate of Appreciation on June 11, 2019, for her work in the prosecution of several 

individuals  involved in burglaries and thefts of animals from the College's zoo.    

The SAO Is  

Now On Twitter 

The SAO has established a Twitter feed to better disseminate 

information to the media and others such as law enforcement 

agencies.  Like us at #8THCIRCUITSAO.  For more information 

contact Deputy Chief Investigator Darry Lloyd at 352-374-3670. 
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[ ARTICLE RE-PRINTED WITH THE PERMISSION OF AND THANKS TO THE ALACHUA COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY ]  
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[ ARTICLE RE-PRINTED WITH THE PERMISSION OF AND THANKS TO THE 15TH CIRCUIT STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE ] 
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[ WITH THANKS TO 17TH CIRCUIT ASA MONICA HOLFEINZ ]  
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